LAST WEEK

Worship attendance
             105


Sunday School attendance            72


Thank you for these gifts that support our ministries and missions.
PRAYER & PRAISE NOTES
· Pray for Sally Harshbarger and Mary Newcomer and their extended families as they mourn the recent death of their brother, Bill Rosenberger.
· Pray for all of our college students as they begin a new year of study.
· Pray for the family of Betty Lehman as they mourn her passing this week on Thursday, August 25. 
· Continue to pray for MCC workers in East Africa as they attempt to bring food relief to the people of Kenya, Somalia, and Ethiopia suffering from drought and hunger. Will you also consider making a donation?
OUR THANKS TO
Pastoral care this week: Barbara Evans (599-xxxx)
Nursery today: Dena Hostetler
Nursery next week: Carol Buck
Greeters this week: Jerry & Barb Landes
Greeters next week: Darryl & Missy Snyder Family
Sound Crew: Mark Kauffman, Steve Rabenstein
Media Crew: Randy Longenecker, Larry Evans, Terri Steiner

Patrick Graber, Annie Steiner, Savannah Hostetler, Darin Robinaugh
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Welcome to our guests and visitors!

Please fill out a Welcome Card, located in the pew rack,

and place in the offering basket.
Baptism Service
Gathering
Welcome & Matthew 3:13-17

Pastor Rick Stoner
Call to Worship 

Opening Prayer

Gathering Choruses


Bill Barrett & Team
Praising
With our offerings & Offertory

Bill Barrett
With Hymns



Byron Kauffman
Sharing
Of our joys, requests, thanksgivings & responses 

Pastoral Prayer



Pastor Rick Stoner
Baptismal Vows

Opening Words



Pastor Dave Maurer
Scripture Reading – Psalm 23
Sharing – Annie Steiner, Marla Longenecker (mentor), Doug Steiner (father)

Trace Robinaugh, Sam Plank (mentor), Kath Robinaugh (mother)

Special Music – Take My Whole Heart, by Jeremy Kempf


Kath Robinaugh, Lela Faye Graber (friend)


Matthew Snyder, Gary Lehman (mentor), Darryl Snyder (father)


Rebekah Snyder, Beth Maurer (mentor), Missy Snyder (mother)

Charge to the Candidates

Congregational response (see insert)

Song of Procession – As I went down to the river (STJ #79)
(The baptisms will take place in the south end of the river in the 
Lions Park. We invite everyone to drive over to the park via 
State Route 245 east, and enter the first entrance to the park.)

The Act of Baptism


Pastor Dave Maurer


Prayer of Blessing & Reception

Pastor Rick Stoner


Closing Hymn – Praise God from whom (HWB #118)
(At the conclusion of the baptisms, all are invited to celebrate 
with us at our Annual Church Picnic at the Ohio Caverns.)




THIS WEEK
TODAY

One half hour following the baptisms – The Annual Church Picnic will be held at Ohio Caverns. Bring potluck food to share, and lawn chairs; drinks will be provided.

4:00 p.m. – A memorial service for Betty Lehman will be held at Bethel. A private burial service is planned for Monday morning, August 29.
MONDAY 
3:00 p.m. – Hangin’ Out at The Potter’s Place
TUESDAY

7:00 p.m. – The Ministry of Worship will meet in the church library.

WEDNESDAY
6:30 p.m. – Prayer meeting will be held in the church library.
THURSDAY

3:00 p.m. – Hangin’ Out at The Potter’s Place
7:00 p.m. – Youth Bible Study will be held at The Potter’s Place.
FRIDAY

8:30 a.m. – A Labor Day Vendor’s Breakfast will be held in the Fellowship Room. Bethel “Seniors” are also invited, as well as those who want to mingle with the vendors.

SATURDAY

7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. – The Student Aid Fund Sausage Booth will be open during the Labor Day Festival at the Lions Park. Workers are still needed for some of the shifts during the weekend. Sign up in the lobby today. Come out and enjoy a sausage sandwich and support the fund.

NEXT SUNDAY

7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. – The SAF Sausage Booth will be open at the Lions Park. Come and support the fund.
3:00 – 5:30 p.m. – A reception will be held for newlyweds, Benjamin and Sarah Rxth Shxnk, at the home of Ken and Cheryl Shxnk.
LOOKING AHEAD
Monday, September 5, 7:00 am – 4:30 p.m. – The SAF Sausage Booth will be open at the Lions Park. Come and support the fund.

Friday, September 9, 9:00 a.m. – The Pastoral Care Team will meet for brunch at the home of Barb Landes.

Sunday, September 11 – The Peace and Justice lunch group invites each of you to bring a sack lunch to the Fellowship Room immediately following the worship service to learn more about the injustice of human trafficking from Dr. Jeffrey Barrows, guest speaker. 
Thursday, September 15, 7:00 p.m. – The Coordinating Council will meet in the Fellowship Room.

Sunday, September 18, 6:00 p.m. – The music group, Kutless, will perform at Bellefontaine High School. The program will include comments from Kevin Malarkey, author of The boy who came back from heaven. Advance general admission tickets are $15. More information is available on the lobby table.
Tuesday, September 20, 9:15 a.m. – The Women’s Bible Study, taught by Sara Ellen Stoltzfus, will begin a study of I Peter. All women are invited.
Saturday, November 19, 8:00 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. – Stewardship University will be held at First Mennonite Church in Bluffton. Workshops will focus on faith and finances. For more information, check the poster on the lobby bulletin board.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
The church secretary will be out of town September 2 – 6. All announcements for the Sept. 4 bulletin must be in to the church office by 10 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 1.

Annual Reports are due on September 11! – Attention Bethel Church leaders: See the yellow memo in your church mailbox last week reminding you to submit your annual report. Those turning their reports in before the due date will be greatly appreciated by the church secretary.

Gifts Discernment ballots – Please give your affirmation or voice your concern regarding those selected for positions of ministry in our church and return to the box in the lobby by Sunday, September 11.

September is Bethel’s month to staff and stock the West Liberty Cares Food Pantry at South Union. Workers are still needed for Wednesday, September 7, from 11 am to 2 pm, as well as Saturday, September 17. Sign up on the lobby bulletin board. Remember to purchase groceries for the pantry or donate money as well.
Coming this October– Pastor Rick Stoner will teach a Sunday School class, based on the book The Space Between: A Parent’s Guide to Teenage Development by Dr. Walt Mueller. Sign up on the lobby bulletin board.

Take and in-depth Bible class (for credit or audit) this fall at Rosedale Bible College. The Gospel of John, taught by Reuben Sairs, will meet every Tuesday from 6-9 p.m. September 20 through December 16. Call 740.857.1311 for more information, or apply online at rosedale.edu. 
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Pastor:  Dave Maurer (bethelpastor@2access.net)


Pastor’s Office hours:  Tuesday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 


Youth Pastor:  Rick Stoner (bethelyp@2access.net)


Youth Pastor’s Office hours: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. Elders:  Carl Newcomer, Sharon Showalter 


Pastoral Care Team:  Barb Landes, Barb Kauffman, Barb Evans, 


Sharon Showalter, Carl Newcomer, Mark Thomas, Chuck Swartz


Secretary:  Marla Longenecker  (bethelsecretary@2access.net) 


Office hours:  Wednesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 











