LAST WEEK

S.S. attendance 

             65

Worship attendance
             92

PRAYER & PRAISE NOTES
· Pray for our baptismal candidates, Alex Steiner, Ashley Rabenstein, and Larissa Graber, as they begin their lives as new Christians.
· Pray for Ruth Yoder who continues to recover from hip replacement surgery at her son Keith’s home in New Albany. 
· Pray for our college students who are beginning the fall semester.
· Pray for the victims of flooding in Pakistan and those who are coming to their aid. Pray for victims around the world who have suffered from natural disasters in the past year.
OUR THANKS TO
Pastoral care this week: Barb Landes (465-xxxx)
Nursery today: Elaine Newcomer
Nursery next week: Sharon Showalter
Greeters this week: Darryl & Missy Snyder Family

Greeters next week: Doug & Ellen Setiner
Sound and Media Crew: Mark Kauffman, Joel Lehman,

Steve Rabenstein, Randy Longenecker,
Terri Steiner, Patrick Graber
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Baptism Sunday
     Gathering

Welcome & Call to Worship – Article 1
Pastor Rick Stoner
Opening Prayer
Gathering Choruses


Bill Barrett & Team
     Proclaiming

Scripture – Job 37
Children’s Story



Pastor Dave Maurer
Message – Article 1: God, A Relational Being

Pastor Dave Maurer
     Membership Covenant Renewal


Opening Words



Pastor Dave Maurer


Unison Reading of Membership Commitment (see insert)
     Praising
With our offerings  
Offertory – Bill Barrett & James Lochridge


With Hymns



Lela Faye Graber 
     Sharing
Of our joys, requests, thanksgivings & responses
Pastoral Prayer



Pastor Rick Stoner
     Baptismal Vows


Opening Words



Pastor Dave Maurer


Sharing – Abigail Rabenstein, Dena Hostetler (mentor), and Sandy (mother)


     Larissa Graber, Sarah Ellen Stoltzfus (mentor), and Lela Faye (mother)

Scripture Reading – I Kings 19:11-13

     Alex Steiner, Rick Stoner (mentor) and Ellen (mother)


Charge to the Candidates


Congregational response to Baptism (see insert)

Song of Procession – As I went down to the river
     (The baptisms will take place in the south end of the Mad River. All those
     who are able are invited to walk down the path together in a procession.)

The Act of Baptism


Pastor Dave Maurer

Prayer of Blessing and Reception

Pastor Rick Stoner

Closing Hymn – Praise God from Whom
THIS WEEK
TODAY

12:00 noon – Everyone is welcome to stay for the Annual Church Picnic to be held in the Onion Creek pavilion following the baptism service. Drinks will be provided. Organized recreation activities will follow the potluck.

FALL NEWSLETTER ITEMS DUE - Articles and items for the fall newsletter are due to the secretary’s mailbox. Or you may email them to her home address by TOMORROW, Monday, August 30.
MONDAY

3:00 p.m. – Hangin’ Out at The Potter’s Place
WEDNESDAY

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – Bethel staffs the WL Cares Food Pantry at South Union Mennonite Church. The shelves of the pantry are depleted so donations of food and money are urgently needed, as well as one volunteer to staff the pantry this week! Sign up on the lobby bulletin board or talk to Kim Lehman.
7:00 p.m. – Youth Bible Study at The Potter’s place
THURSDAY

3:00 p.m. – Hangin’ Out at The Potter’s Place
FRIDAY

8:30 – 10:00 a.m. – A pancake breakfast will be served to Labor Day Festival vendors in the Fellowship Room. If you can help serve or donate food, talk to Kim Lehman.
SATURDAY

7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. – The Student Aid Fund Sausage Booth will be open at the Lions Park Labor Day Festival. Thanks to the willing workers who have already signed up. A reminder of your shift details is in your church mailbox. A few workers are still needed. Talk to Cheryl Shank if you can help.
NEXT SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. – The SAF Sausage Booth is open at the park. Stop by for a delicious sausage sandwich and beverage and support the fund.
9:30 a.m. – The worship service begins. 
11:00 a.m. – Regular Sunday School classes will meet.
Reminder: Beginning Sunday, September 12, Sunday School will be held at 9:30 a.m. followed by worship at 10:40 a.m.
LOOKING AHEAD
Monday, September 6, 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – The SAF Sausage Booth is open at the park.
Tuesday, September 7, 12:00 noon – The Peace and Justice Group will meet in the Fellowship Room. Bring your lunch and join the discussion.

Thursday, September 9, 7:00 p.m. – The Ministry of Worship will meet in the church library.
Friday – Saturday, September 10-11 – A Father-Son Retreat will be held at Camp Luz. Fathers and sons of all ages are welcome, though the retreat is geared specifically for sons ages 9-15.

Friday – Saturday, September 10-11 – The 31st Annual Shekinah Festival & Auction will be held in Plain City. A poster and brochures with times and activities are available in the lobby.

Saturday, September 11, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. – A Red Cross Blood Drive will be held at Jubilee Mennonite Church, 169 County Road 32 N in Bellefontaine as part of their health fair which will include free screenings. More information is posted on the lobby bulletin board.

Sunday, September 12 – Annual Reports from church leaders and organizations are due. Submit reports to the church secretary’s mailbox or by email: bethelsecretary@2access.net.

Wednesday, September 15, 6:30 p.m. – Our weekly prayer meeting will resume in the church library. All are welcome to participate. If you are interested in coming but can’t make it on Wednesday evenings, talk to Carl or Elaine Newcomer or Pastor Dave about times that would work for you.

Thursday, September 16, 7:00 p.m. – The Joint Council will meet in the Fellowship Room. Ministry leaders: This will include a time of discussion with Ohio Conference leaders, so make sure this date is on your calendars.

Tuesday, October 5, 7:00 p.m. – The Administrative Council will meet in the Fellowship Room. Note this date change from previous schedules.

Sunday, October 17, 6:00 p.m. – The Annual Business Meeting will be held in the Fellowship Room.
Saturday, October 30, 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – A Conflict Transformation Skills for Churches Workshop will be held in the Fellowship Room. Victoria Wilcox of Lombard (IL) Mennonite Peace Center, will lead the sessions. All church leaders and interested persons are encouraged to attend. Fliers with the schedule and registration information are located in the lobby.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Fall quarterlies and teacher’s guides have been placed in the adult Sunday School classrooms. Next week we return to regular classes.
Gifts Discernment ballots – Please give your affirmation or voice your concern regarding those selected for positions of ministry at Bethel for the 2010-2011 church year by returning your ballot to the box in the lobby by September 12.
Thank you from Oak Grove – “Thank you for your donation of cakes, pies and butter for the Chicken Barbecue hosted on July 31. With your help we were able to raise over $8,000 for the Jenna Hostetler Trust Fund.”
WANTED: The Pastoral Care Team is seeking a caring person who enjoys visitation and is a good listener to serve on the team. A career in the medical field is NOT required. Contact Barb Landes if you are interested in serving this way.

West Liberty Cares Emergency Fund – The fund, which helps residents of the school district with financial assistance, is almost depleted. Donations are welcome and may be given through Bethel (earmark for WL-Cares) or directly at People’s Savings in West Liberty.

Pastor Dave’s sermon series on the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective begins today – The entire confession can be found online by using the link on our church website or by going to www.mcusa-archives.org/library/resolutions/1995/. A limited number of copies of the book version are still available and more can be ordered. Talk to the church secretary if you would like your own copy for $5.
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West Liberty, OH 43357			           





Pastor:  Dave Maurer (bethelpastor@2access.net)


Pastor’s Office hours:  Tuesday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 


Youth Pastor:  Rick Stoner (bethelyp@2access.net)


Youth Pastor’s Office hours: Mon & Wed-Fri, 8:30 a.m. – Noon, 1:00-2:00 p.m. Elders:  Carl Newcomer, Dick Lindemer 


Pastoral Care Team:  Barb Landes, Barb Kauffman, Eleanor Shumaker, 


Sharon Showalter, Carl Newcomer, Dick Lindemer, Chuck Swartz


Secretary:  Marla Longenecker  (bethelsecretary@2access.net) 


Office hours:  Wednesday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (most weeks) 








