                       


Third Sunday of Advent

Children’s Christmas Pageant

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king.

Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.

     Gathering
Welcome 



Kathy Lehman
Prelude
 & God Candle


Pat Yoder

Call to Worship
Opening Prayer
Gathering Hymns


Byron Kauffman

  
Advent Candle Lighting


Steve & Sandy 

Rabenstein family

     Praising 
With our offerings & offertory

Suzanne Horner

Pat Yoder
With Choruses



Janet Wilkins & Team
     Sharing
Of our joys, requests, thanksgivings & responses
Pastoral Prayer



Pastor Dave Maurer

     Proclaiming
The Christmas Story Through the Eyes of the Friendly Beasts



Children’s Christmas Pageant

     Sending

Benediction 
Sending Hymn – Joy to the World (WB #318)
LAST WEEK

S.S. attendance 

          106


Worship attendance
          128


PRAYER REQUESTS
· Pray for Kathi who is recovering from a sprained ankle.
· Pray for Scott, son-in-law of Bob and Janice, who was injured in a car accident this week.
· Continue to pray for Joe and Miriam as they prepare to make a transition and move to Indiana in January.
· Continue to pray for the West Liberty Cares families that we will be supporting this Christmas season with gifts and a dinner basket.

OUR THANKS TO
Pastoral care this week: Sharon Showalter 
Nursery today: Theresa Rabenstein

Nursery next week: KimLehman
Greeters today: Mark & Polly Thomas 

Greeters next week: Dennis & Sharon Showalter

Today’s roving greeters: Carl & Elaine Newcomer
Roving greeters next week: Art & Mary Newcomer
Sound and Media Crew: Mark Kauffman, Joel Lehman, 

Steve Rabenstein, Randy Longenecker, Terri Steiner, 

Patrick Graber, Brody Robinaugh


THIS WEEK
TODAY

3:30 p.m. – The Mastersingers Community Chorale, directed by Byron Kauffman, will present Handel’s Messiah at South Union Mennonite Church. Local and out of town soloists and orchestra will be featured. A freewill offering will be taken.

TUESDAY

9:15 a.m. – Women’s Bible study will meet in the Fellowship Room.

12:00 noon – The Peace and Justice Group will meet in the Fellowship Room. Bring your lunch and join the discussion.

7:00 p.m. – The Administrative Council will meet in the Fellowship Room.
WEDNESDAY

6:30 p.m. – Prayer meeting will be held in the library.

7:00 p.m. – Youth Bible Study will be held at The Potter’s Place.

THURSDAY

10:00 a.m. – Adult bell choir rehearsal will be held in the sanctuary. The choir will play during the worship service prelude on December 20.

FRIDAY

10:00 a.m. – Adult bell choir rehearsal will be held in the sanctuary.
SATURDAY

8:00 a.m. – The King’s Daughters will meet for breakfast at Liberty Gathering Place.

NEXT SUNDAY

8:30 a.m. – The annual Christmas breakfast will be held in the Fellowship Room. Bring your favorite breads and casseroles. Fruit and beverages will be provided.

4:00 p.m. – Youth and Mentors will meet at the church. More details will be available later.
LOOKING AHEAD
Wednesday, December 23, 4:15 p.m. – Bethel serves at Our Daily Bread. Workers and cookie bakers are needed. Sign up on the lobby bulletin board.

Thursday, December 24, 7:00 p.m. – A Christmas Eve service will be held in the sanctuary.
Friday, December 25, 12:00-2:00 p.m. – A Community Christmas Dinner, sponsored by the West Liberty churches, will be served in the Bethel Fellowship Room. Bethel will provide dressing and gravy. If you would like to help, contact Dick Lindemer.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sing the Story Hymnals – With the use of designated funds and some private donations, the Ministry of Worship has purchased the Sing the Story Supplement II to Hymnal: A Worship Book. This hymnal focuses on songs that are connected to the stories of Jesus’ life, and works very well with worship themes from Advent through Pentecost. With this in mind, Sing the Journey hymnals have been temporarily removed for these seasons, and will return following Pentecost.

 

Youth Christmas Mystery Gift Silent Auction Fundraiser – Please stop by the tables in the lobby and place your bid for a mystery gift. The winners will be announced next Sunday, December 20. Thanks for your support of our youth service trip to Chicago this summer.

God’s GIRLS Cookie Jars (cranberry/white chocolate chip) are available in the lobby today and next Sunday for a suggested donation of $5 each. Or you may talk to any of the girls or sponsors to reserve a jar. 
Great books from Mennonite Publishing Network! – Just in time for Christmas, MPN offers a great selection of books to inspire you on your journey of discipleship with Christ. Check out www.mpn.net/greatbooks.
What are you doing to live more simply and sustainably? – Share your practical suggestions on how to care for the earth and live more sustainably through Simply Sustainable, a new book coming from MPN. Go to www.simply-sustainable.org to learn more and to make a submission.
The church secretary will be out of town Dec. 24-27 and Dec. 31-Jan. 2. Bulletin announcements for Dec. 27 should be in to the church office by Wed, Dec. 23, and for Jan. 3 by Wed, Dec. 30.

New address for Eleanor Swartz – Eleanor has moved to the 
Inn. Please add her new address to your church directory: Inn, West Liberty, OH 43357. 
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Pastor:  Dave Maurer (bethelpastor@2access.net)


Pastor’s Office hours:  Tuesday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 


Youth Pastor:  Rick Stoner (bethelyp@2access.net)


Youth Pastor’s Office hours: Mon-Wed & Fri, 8:30 a.m. – Noon, 1:00-2:00 p.m. Elders:  Carl Newcomer, Dick Lindemer 


Pastoral Care Team:  Barb Landes, Barb Kauffman, Eleanor Shumaker, 


Sharon Showalter, Carl Newcomer, Dick Lindemer, Chuck Swartz


Secretary:  Marla Longenecker  (bethelsecretary@2access.net) 


Office hours:  Wednesday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (most weeks) 








