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Welcome to our guests and visitors!

Please fill out a Welcome Card, located in the pew rack,

and place in the offering basket.
An Unexpected Hour
Christmas Sunday – Weep and Rejoice!
      Gathering

Welcome and Psalm 148


Doug Steiner
Prelude




Kathy Graber
Call to Worship (see back of bulletin)
Bell and Silence

Lighting the Christ Candle

Opening Prayer
Gathering Choruses


Bill Barrett & Team
     Proclaiming
Children’s Story 



Dena Hostetler
Scripture – Hebrews 2:10-18
Bell and Silence

Scripture – Matthew 2:13-23
Message: Of Weeping Tears of Joy and Laughing in Spite of Pain


Pastor Dave Maurer
Hymn of Response – I will come to you in the silence (STS #49)
Testimony



Esther Shank
     Praising
With our offerings & Offertory – Kathy Graber & Lowell Kauffman

Silent Night
With Hymns



Byron Kauffman
     Responding
Bell and Silence
Confession (see back of bulletin)
Words of Assurance
Special Music – One Small Child

Esther Shank

Of our joys, requests, thanksgivings, and responses 
Pastoral Prayer



Pastor Dave Maurer
     Sending

Benediction & Sending Hymn
LAST WEEK

Worship attendance
             144


Sunday School attendance           ---

PRAYER & PRAISE NOTES
· Pray for our college students who are home for the holidays and taking a welcome break from their studies.
· Pray for Josiah Maurxx as he recovers from having his tonsils removed this past Wednesday.
· Praise God that Willy Yoder is out of rehab and has returned home, continuing to recover well from his surgery.
· Continue to pray for traveling safety and good times with family and friends during this holiday season.

· Pray for Phyllis Smixx as she awaits diagnosis and surgery in the near future.
OUR THANKS TO
Pastoral care this week: Sharon Showalter (465-xxxx)
Nursery today: Tara Sanford
Nursery next week: Barb Landes
Greeters this week: Dennis & Tara Sanford Family
Greeters next week: Joe & Janet Wilkins Family
Sound and Media Crew: Mark Kauffman

Steve Rabenstein, Randy Longenecker, Terri Steiner

Patrick Graber, Darin Robinaugh


THIS WEEK
Because of the holidays and students and teachers being on vacation, there are not many church activities scheduled this week. Take the time to enjoy family and friends. 

WEDNESDAY

6:30 p.m. – Prayer meeting in the church library
7:00 p.m. – Pastor Rick and the youth conclude the four-week series called the Advent Conspiracy.
SATURDAY

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!
NEXT SUNDAY

4:00 – 5:30 p.m. – God’s GIRLS will be held at the church.
LOOKING AHEAD
Friday – Sunday, January 14-16 – A Junior High Retreat will be held at Camp Luz with the theme, Adventures with God, and guest speaker Andrew Michaels. Brochures are available on the lobby table. 
Friday – Saturday, January 28-29 – Camp Luz will host a Mother-Daughter retreat with speaker, Deb Horst, on the theme, Passing on faith to the next generation! Cost for adults is $25 and $12.50 for children ages 4-10. For more information, visit www.campluz.com.
Friday – Sunday, February 18-20 – Bluffton University will host the Intercollegiate Peace Fellowship conference, Rooting for Peace: Go Peace, Grow Peace, which will focus on peacemaking through ethical food production and food justice in general, including gardening and sustainable growing and eating. Bluffton’s PEACE Club is seeking volunteers to lead workshops on these themes. To volunteer or for more information, email peaceclub@bluffton.edu.
Monday – Saturday, July 4-9, 2011 – The Mennonite Church USA Convention will be held in Pittsburgh, PA with the theme, Bridges to the Cross. Visit www.mennoniteusa.org/convention for registration information. See the poster in the lobby for more information.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rejoice Magazine Sign-up – It’s time to update the list of persons who want to receive the Rejoice devotional magazine. Please sign up on the lobby bulletin board by TODAY, December 26.
A Wednesday evening book study led by Pastor Dave Maurer begins on January 5. The 7-week study of John Roth’s book, Practices: Mennonite Worship and Witness, connects to the Confession of Faith sermon series. Given our history and what we believe, how do we witness to the world? If you want to participate and order a book ($13), sign up on the lobby bulletin board by TODAY, December 26.
Pastor Rick Stxxxxx will be out of town attending classes at Fuller Seminary from January 2-14. There will be no Hangin’ Out at The Potter’s Place on January 3, 6, 10, 13, 24, and 27. Youth Bible Study will be held as usual.

New Adriel Chaplain – Erin Dye has been recently hired as the new chaplain at Adriel School. A 2006 graduate of West Liberty-Salem Schools, she and her husband, Alex, attend Oak Grove Mennonite Church, where he serves as Associate Pastor. For more information about the Dyes, read the letter posted on the lobby bulletin board.

The Church Secretary will be out of town Monday through Thursday, December 26 to 30. She will prepare the January 2 bulletin on Friday morning, December 31.

January Church Calendar items – If you have any church events to be listed on the January calendar, please send them to the church office by 10:00 a.m. on Friday, December 31, or place them in the secretary’s mailbox.
Thank you from Our Daily Bread – “It is always such a pleasure to see and work alongside each of you as you do the Lord’s work in serving the needy! Your contribution is so appreciated! Thanks so much for all you do and have a safe and happy holiday season! Merry Christmas!”  ~Beatrice, the cook

On December 22, Bethel served 100 people 123 meals.
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Pastor:  Dave Maurer (bethelpastor@2access.net)


Pastor’s Office hours:  Tuesday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 


Youth Pastor:  Rick Stoner (bethelyp@2access.net)


Youth Pastor’s Office hours: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. Elders:  Carl Newcomer, Sharon Showalter 


Pastoral Care Team:  Barb Landes, Barb Kauffman, Eleanor Shumaker, 


Sharon Showalter, Carl Newcomer, Mark Thomas, Chuck Swartz


Secretary:  Marla Longenecker  (bethelsecretary@2access.net) 


Office hours:  Wednesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (most weeks) 











