[image: image1.png]


                    


Welcome to our guests and visitors!

Please fill out a Welcome Card, located in the pew rack,

and place in the offering basket.
An Unexpected Hour
Advent Two – Repent and Reconnect!
      Gathering

Pre-worship Music


James Lochridge & Team

Gathering Choruses
Welcome and Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Lela Faye Graber
Bell and Silence
Lighting the Advent Candles

Call to Worship (see back of bulletin)
Opening Prayer

     Proclaiming
Children’s Story 



Jerry Landes
Scripture – Romans 15:4-13; Isaiah 11:10
Bell and Silence
Scripture – Matthew 3:1-12
Message: Of Deep Roots and Smelly Fertilizer





Pastor Dave Maurer

Hymn of Response – I will come to you in the silence (STS #49)
Testimony



James Lochridge
     Praising
With our offerings & Offertory 

Ellen Steiner
With Hymns



Bill Barrett
     Responding
Bell and Silence
Confession (see back of bulletin)
Words of Assurance
Mission Moment – Habitat for Humanity
Dean Horn
Of our joys, requests, thanksgivings, and responses 
Pastoral Prayer



Pastor Dave Maurer
     Sending

Benediction 

Sending Hymn
LAST WEEK

Worship attendance
            108



Sunday School attendance           86


PRAYER & PRAISE NOTES
· Pray for the youth as they lead the congregation in the Advent Conspiracy study on Wednesday evenings this month.
· Continue to pray for those in our church family, who are recovering from illness or surgery, or who need healing in other ways.
· Pray for traveling safety and good times with family and friends during this holiday season.

· Pray for _________________________________________
OUR THANKS TO
Pastoral care this week: Barb Kauffman (465-xxxx)
Nursery today: Missy Snyder
Nursery next week: Sharon Showalter
Greeters this week: Carl & Elaine Newcomer
Greeters next week: Paul & Linda Hostetler

Sound and Media Crew: Mark Kauffman

Steve Rabenstein, Randy Longenecker, Terri Steiner

Patrick Graber, Darin Robinaugh


THIS WEEK
TODAY

4:00 – 5:30 p.m. – God’s GIRLS will meet in the Primary Department.

7:00 p.m. – You are invited to join Christmas Celebration ’10 to be held in the Rosedale Bible College chapel. Pianos and saxophones and trumpets and trombones and choirs and a cappella carols are all part of this year’s program. Bring Messiah scores if you would like to help on a few Messiah highlights. Refreshments will be served in the cafeteria following the service. 

MONDAY

3:00 p.m. – Hangin’ Out at The Potter’s Place
TUESDAY

9:15 a.m. – Women’s Bible Study meets in the Fellowship Room.

12:00 p.m. – The Peace and Justice Group meets in the Fellowship Room. Bring your own sack lunch and join the discussion.

3:00 – 5:00 p.m. – Bethel Homework Help
WEDNESDAY

6:30 p.m. – Prayer meeting in the church library
7:00 p.m. – Pastor Rick and the youth lead a four-week series called the Advent Conspiracy, focusing on moving past the consumerism of the holidays, and getting back to what Advent and Christmas are really about. Brochures from Mennonite Mission Network and MCC offer alternative giving options.
THURSDAY

3:00 p.m. – Hangin’ Out at The Potter’s Place

3:00 – 5:00 p.m. – Bethel Homework Help
LOOKING AHEAD
Thursday, December 16, 7:00 p.m. – The Administrative Council will meet in the Fellowship Room.

Sunday, December 19, 8:30 a.m. – The Annual Christmas Breakfast will be held in the Fellowship Room. Bring your favorite breakfast foods. Fruit and drinks will be provided. The worship service will begin at 10:40 a.m.
Tuesday, December 21, 6:30 p.m. – Calling all preschool to junior high age kids! Bring your friends and join us at the church for a night of Veggie fun activities! We will watch the new Veggie Tales movie, It's a Meaningful Life, have refreshments, and do other fun activities. 
Friday, December 24, 7:00 p.m. – A Christmas Eve service will be held in the sanctuary. Come and bring your families and guests.
Saturday, December 25, 12-2:00 p.m.  – A Community Christmas Dinner will be served in the Fellowship Room. Sign up on the lobby bulletin board if you can bring any of the food items listed. Volunteers are also needed to help serve the meal. Talk to Dick Lindemer if you can help or have additional questions. Delivery is available for persons unable to come to the Fellowship Room.
Friday – Sunday, January 14-16 – A Junior High Retreat will be held at Camp Luz with the theme, Adventures with God, and guest speaker Andrew Michaels. Brochures are available on the lobby table. 

Monday – Saturday, July 4-9, 2011 – The Mennonite Church USA Convention will be held in Pittsburgh, PA with the theme, Bridges to the Cross. For registration and information, visit www.mennoniteusa.org/convention. See the poster in the lobby for more information.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Advent Bell – During our worship services through Epiphany Sunday, there will be periods of silence that are introduced by a bell. In our fast-paced lives, the holiday season can easily become a time of exhaustive hurriedness rather than a space for holy reflection. The Advent Bell is meant to aid us in drawing our attention away from the busy tasks of a holiday season to the reflective space of preparation to welcome again our coming Savior.
WL Cares Toys for Christmas – Bring unwrapped gifts and/or wrapping supplies to Bethel or the Food Pantry at South Union, each Wednesday until Dec. 22. Food Pantry families will be able to choose and wrap one gift for each child ages 0-18 years when they come to the pantry. A list of gift suggestions is posted in the lobby.
A Wednesday evening book study led by Pastor Dave Maurer begins on January 5. The 7-week study of John Roth’s book, Practices: Mennonite Worship and Witness, connects to the Confession of Faith sermon series. Given our history and what we believe, how do we witness to the world? If you want to participate and order a book ($13), sign up on the lobby bulletin board by December 26.

 Anyone wishing to purchase a poinsettia in memory of someone to decorate the church may sign up on the lobby bulletin board or contact Jerry Landes. Poinsettias are $10 each and may be taken home after Christmas.
December 12 bulletin announcements – Because the church secretary will be out of town December 10-13, all announcements for the December 12 bulletin must be in to the church office by 10:00 a.m. this Thursday, December 9.
Thank you to all who helped with Bethel’s first parade float for West Liberty’s Christmas parade on November 26. Special thanks goes out to Dick and Nellie Lindemer for providing the wagon, truck, space to build the float, and hot cider and snacks during the construction phase of the project.
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Pastor:  Dave Maurer (bethelpastor@2access.net)


Pastor’s Office hours:  Tuesday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 


Youth Pastor:  Rick Stoner (bethelyp@2access.net)


Youth Pastor’s Office hours: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. Elders:  Carl Newcomer, Sharon Showalter 


Pastoral Care Team:  Barb Landes, Barb Kauffman, Eleanor Shumaker, 


Sharon Showalter, Carl Newcomer, Mark Thomas, Chuck Swartz


Secretary:  Marla Longenecker  (bethelsecretary@2access.net) 


Office hours:  Wednesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (most weeks) 











