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Second Sunday of Lent

      Gathering
Welcome and Psalm 27:7-14

Lela Faye Graber

Prelude




Bill Barrett
Call to Worship (back of bulletin)
     Holding On


Affirmation of Faith (HWB #711)

Opening Prayer


Gathering Hymns


Byron Kauffman

Theme song: God, fill me now (STS #63)
     Proclaiming

  
Scripture – Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35
Children’s Story


Dennis Showalter
Reader’s Theater

Message – If you don’t like the dark, turn on the Light




Pastor Dave Maurer

     Letting Go
Confession (clench and release)

Assurance (HWB #707)
With Choruses



Bill Barrett & Team

With our offerings & Offertory

Ellen Steiner
     Sharing
Of our Holding On and Letting Go 

Pastoral Prayer



Pastor Rick Stoner

     Sending

Benediction (back of bulletin) 
Sending Hymn – From ashes to the living fount (STS #59)



(For verse 3, use Sunday II)

LAST WEEK

S.S. attendance 

             113


Worship attendance
             125


PRAYER REQUESTS
· Continue to pray for Kathy Graber and Jim Hostetler as they recover from recent surgeries.
· Continue to pray for the victims of the earthquake in Haiti as the rainy season is coming and the need for safe, secure shelter is great.
· Pray for the work of Our Daily Bread in this community. Pray for those who serve and those who are served.
· Pray for wisdom, grace, and discernment for those who are leading and studying various aspects of human sexuality in the elective S.S. class.
OUR THANKS TO
Pastoral care this week: Carl Newcomer (465-33xx)
Nursery today: Beth Maurer
Nursery next week: Ellen & Alex Steiner
Greeters today: Jerry & Barb Landes
Greeters next week: Jerry & Barb Landes
Sound and Media Crew: Mark Kauffman, Joel Lehman, 

Steve Rabenstein, Randy Longenecker, Terri Steiner, 

Patrick Graber, Brody Robinaugh

THIS WEEK
TODAY

9:30 a.m. – The elective S.S. class continues with Session 4, Personal Stories of Discerning Homosexuality, Part 1. Note the revised schedule for the class posted on the lobby bulletin board.
3:00 p.m. – Youth and sponsors meet at Oak Grove to car pool to The Chiller in Dublin for an afternoon of ice skating.

ITEMS FOR THE SPRING NEWSLETTER ARE DUE! You may also email them to the church secretary (longenmj@embarqmail.com) by tomorrow, March 1. 
TUESDAY

9:15 a.m. – Women’s Bible Study will meet at the church.
12:00 noon – The Peace and Justice Group will meet in the Fellowship Room. Bring your own sack lunch and join the discussion.
WEDNESDAY

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – Bethel staffs the West Liberty Cares Food Pantry at South Union Church. Sign up on the lobby bulletin board if you can help staff the pantry one of the Wednesdays. Donations of food and money are also needed. Place your items in the boxes inside the entrance doors.
6:30 p.m. – Prayer meeting will be held in the library.
7:00 p.m. – Youth Bible Study will meet at The Potter’s Place.

SATURDAY

6:30 p.m. – The sexuality course session will be held in the sanctuary. The topic is “Reparative Therapy.”
NEXT SUNDAY

9:30 a.m. – The elective S.S. class continues with Session 5, Personal Stories of Discerning Homosexuality, Part 2.
2:30 – 4:30 p.m. – Abraham’s Lot will meet at the home of Gary Lehman

2:45 p.m. – God’s GIRLS meet at the church to go to Green Hills for their service project. Parents may pick up girls at Green Hills at 5:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m. – Our annual Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner fellowship night will be held. Plan now to be a guest or a host by returning your sign-up form to Jeanie Swartz no later than TODAY.
LOOKING AHEAD
Tuesday, March 9, 7:00 p.m. – The Ministry of Worship will meet in the church library.

Thursday, March 11, 7:00 p.m. – The Coordinating Council will meet in the Fellowship Room.
Friday – Saturday, March 12-13 – The Ohio Conference Annual Assembly will be held at Central Mennonite Church in Archbold. Registration information may be found at the Ohio Conference website.
Saturday, March 13, 6:00 p.m. – The youth will host Food, Fun and Fellowship with Friends along with a Dessert Auction in the Fellowship Room. All are invited to attend. It’s not too late to donate a dessert for the auction. Talk to Pastor Rick today.
Tuesday, March 16, 7:00 p.m. – The Administrative Council will meet in the Fellowship Room.
Friday – Sunday, March 19-21 – A conference, Beyond Borders: The Role of Immigration in a Global Community, will be held at Bluffton University. For registration and information, go to www.bluffton.edu/beyondborders/, or call Susan Collier at 419-358-3435.
Thursday – Saturday, April 8-10 – A prayer conference, Let Your Glory Flood the Earth, sponsored by Rosedale Mennonite Missions, will be held at the Rosedale International Center in Columbus. Richard and Jewel Showalter will be the keynote speakers. For conference and registration information, check the lobby bulletin board or go to www.rosedalemennonitemissions.org.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Story on Jenna Hostetler in MMA’s Everyday Stewardship – Be sure to read Jenna’s story posted on the lobby bulletin board.
Additional resources for the elective S.S. class are located in a white box in the Fellowship Room. Participants are welcome to check out books and DVDs for one week.

Volunteers are needed for clerking, pricing, and sorting at Global Crafts. Talk to Kathy at 465-3077 if you can help.
Interested in coordinating a Red Cross blood drive at Bethel? – Check the lobby bulletin board for dates and indicate your interest to Pastor Dave.
Thank you – “Many thanks for the cards, phone calls, food, comfort blanket, visits, and prayers as I recovered from surgery. Blessings to you all.”
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Pastor:  Dave Maurer (bethelpastor@2access.net)


Pastor’s Office hours:  Tuesday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 


Youth Pastor:  Rick Stoner (bethelyp@2access.net)


Youth Pastor’s Office hours: Mon & Wed-Fri, 8:30 a.m. – Noon, 1:00-2:00 p.m. Elders:  Carl Newcomer, Dick Lindemer 


Pastoral Care Team:  Barb Landes, Barb Kauffman, Eleanor Shumaker, 


Sharon Showalter, Carl Newcomer, Dick Lindemer, Chuck Swartz


Secretary:  Marla Longenecker  (bethelsecretary@2access.net) 


Office hours:  Wednesday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (most weeks) 








