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Fourth Sunday of Lent

      Gathering
Welcome & Psalm 32


Lela Faye Graber

Prelude




Pat Yoder
Call to Worship (back of bulletin)
     Holding On

Affirmation of Faith (HWB #714)

Opening Prayer


Gathering Choruses


Bill Barrett & Team

Theme song: God, fill me now (STS #63)

     Proclaiming
  
Scripture – Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32; II Corinthians 5:16-21
Children’s Story



Beth Maurer
Reader’s Theater
Message – Stop Messin’ with My Religion!





Pastor Dave Maurer

     Letting Go
Special Music



Lowell Kauffman
Confession (clench and release)

Assurance (HWB #705)

With Hymns



Byron Kauffman 

With our offerings & Offertory

Liesl Graber
     Sharing
Of our Holding On and Letting Go 

Pastoral Prayer



Pastor Dave Maurer
     Sending

Benediction (back of bulletin) 
Sending Hymn – From ashes to the living fount (STS #59)




(For verse 3, use Sunday IV)

LAST WEEK

S.S. attendance 

             117


Worship attendance
             122


PRAYER REQUESTS
· Pray for Sara Ellen Stoltzfus and her family as they mourn the sudden and unexpected loss of her youngest brother, Gene, who passed away on March 10 following a heart attack.

· Continue to pray for the victims of the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile and those who are assisting with relief efforts.
· Pray for the work of West Liberty Cares Food Pantry in this community. Pray for those who serve and those who are served.
· Pray for wisdom, grace, and discernment for those who are leading and studying various aspects of human sexuality in the elective S.S. class.
OUR THANKS TO
Pastoral care this week: Barb Landes (465-3xxx)
Nursery today: Mary Jo Hensley
Nursery next week: Nellie Lindemer
Greeters today: Barb & Byron Kauffman
Greeters next week: Ken & Cheryl Shank
Sound and Media Crew: Mark Kauffman, Joel Lehman, 

Steve Rabenstein, Randy Longenecker, Terri Steiner, 

Patrick Graber, Brody Robinaugh

THIS WEEK
TODAY

9:30 a.m. – The elective S.S. class continues with Session 6, Personal Stories of Discerning Homosexuality – Part 3.

2:00 p.m. – Area Bible quizzing will be held at Bethel.

MONDAY

3:00 p.m. – Hangin’ Out at The Potter’s Place 
TUESDAY

9:15 a.m. – Women’s Bible Study will meet in the Fellowship Room.
12:00 noon – The Peace and Justice Group will meet in the Fellowship Room. Bring your own sack lunch and join the discussion.

7:00 p.m. – The Administrative Council will meet in the Fellowship Room.

WEDNESDAY

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – Bethel staffs the West Liberty Cares Food Pantry at South Union Church. Donations of food and money are needed. Place your items in the boxes inside the entrance doors.

6:30 p.m. – Prayer meeting will be held in the library.
6:45 p.m. – Abe’s Lot meets at the home of Gary Lehman.

7:00 p.m. – God’s GIRLS will meet at the church.

7:00 p.m. – Youth Bible Study will meet at The Potter’s Place.

THURSDAY

10:00 a.m. – All bulletin announcements for March 21 must be in to the church office by this time. The secretary will be out of town March 19-23.

3:00 p.m. – Hangin’ Out at The Potter Place

FRIDAY

6:00 – 8:00 p.m. – Everyone is invited to an open house in the Fellowship Room, celebrating Samantha Lamb’s graduation from Ohio State. 
7:00 p.m. – The conference, Beyond Borders: The Role of Immigration in a Global Community, begins at Bluffton University and continues until 1:00 p.m. Sunday. 

SATURDAY

8:00 a.m. – King’s Daughters will meet for breakfast at Cream & Sugar Café.
6:30 p.m. – The sexuality course session will be held in the sanctuary. A video, Sexuality from a Christian Perspective, will be shown.

NEXT SUNDAY
9:30 a.m. – The elective S.S. class continues with Session 7, Considering Jesus on this topic.
LOOKING AHEAD
Wednesday, March 24, 4:15 p.m. – Bethel serves at Our Daily Bread. Workers and cookie bakers are needed. Sign up on the lobby bulletin board.
HOLY WEEK EVENTS AT BETHEL

Thursday, April 1, 6:00 p.m. –Maundy Thursday supper and service 
(Communion and footwashing will be observed.)
Friday, April 2, 6:30 p.m. – Community Good Friday service at Green Hills 

Sunday, April 4, 8:00 a.m. – “Sonrise” service in the sanctuary 
8:45 a.m. – Breakfast in the Fellowship Room 

(Bring your favorite breakfast breads and casseroles.) 


10:40 a.m. – Easter celebration worship
Sunday, April 11, 6:00 p.m. – Wall Busting will be held at Bethel, with Pastor Rick preaching on the theme, It’s all about Jesus. Pie and ice cream will be served afterwards in the Fellowship Room.
Saturday – Sunday, April 17-18 – Plan to attend our Facilities Discernment Weekend at Bethel. More details will be coming soon.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gifts Discernment forms – Prayerfully consider how you might serve the church in the coming year and return your yellow form to the box in the lobby by next Sunday, March 21.

Student Aid Fund pledge forms, in your mailboxes last week, should be returned to Mary Newcomer by Sunday, April 4. Prayerfully consider making a contribution to this important fund this year.
Are you interested in donating blood at Bethel? – We are exploring the possibility of hosting an American Red Cross blood drive at Bethel in August, and need 15-20 persons who are willing to be donors before we can proceed. Sign up today on the lobby bulletin board or talk to Lane Thomas.

Would you like to receive The Mennonite? – If you are not currently on our group subscription list to receive the denomination’s monthly news magazine, please contact the church secretary by April 4.

Thank you to everyone who participated in Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? fellowship night last Sunday. There were a total of 52 hosts and guests.
Congratulations to Chris and Betsy Lapp Black on the birth of Samuel William on March 8. Steve and Miriam Lapp are the proud grandparents.
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Pastor:  Dave Maurer (bethelpastor@2access.net)


Pastor’s Office hours:  Tuesday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 


Youth Pastor:  Rick Stoner (bethelyp@2access.net)


Youth Pastor’s Office hours: Mon & Wed-Fri, 8:30 a.m. – Noon, 1:00-2:00 p.m. Elders:  Carl Newcomer, Dick Lindemer 


Pastoral Care Team:  Barb Landes, Barb Kauffman, Eleanor Shumaker, 


Sharon Showalter, Carl Newcomer, Dick Lindemer, Chuck Swartz


Secretary:  Marla Longenecker  (bethelsecretary@2access.net) 


Office hours:  Wednesday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (most weeks) 








