LAST WEEK

Worship attendance
              ----
 

Sunday School attendance            96



Thank you for these gifts that empower us to live out our purpose “to experience 
and extend the gracious rule of God.” As stewards of God’s resources, may God bless and guide our use of these contributions.
PRAYER & PRAISE NOTES
· Continue to pray for Eleanor Swartz who has recently been diagnosed with breast cancer.
· Pray for victims of tornadoes in the southeastern U.S. and for those who are coming to their aid.
· Pray for the baptism class and small group beginning to meet this week to prepare for baptism and church membership.
· In a world of violence, injustice, pain and retribution, pray that we may be able to see with God’s eyes, speak with God’s words, and act with God’s hands and feet.

OUR THANKS TO
Pastoral care this week: Sharon Showalter (465-xxxx)
Nursery today: Nellie Lindemer
Nursery next week: Beth Maurer
Greeters this week: Darin & Kath Robinaugh Family
Greeters next week: Darin & Kath Robinaugh Family
Sound and Media Crew: Mark Kauffman

Steve Rabenstein, Randy Longenecker, Terri Steiner

Patrick Graber, Darin Robinaugh
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Welcome to our guests and visitors!

Please fill out a Welcome Card, located in the pew rack,

and place in the offering basket.
The Confession of Faith and Mother’s Day
Preparing


By praying together


Infant Nursery (8:45 a.m.) 
Gathering
Welcome & Psalm 24


Dick Lindemer

Prelude




Pat Yoder
Call to Worship – Article 21

(Responsive Reading PPT)

Opening Prayer

Gathering Choruses


Janet Wilkins & Team
   Proclaiming


Children’s Story



Ellen Steiner

Scripture – Matthew 6:24-33
Message – Article 21: Christian Stewardship – 

A Life of Seeking God First
Pastor Dave Maurer

   Praising
With our offerings & Offertory

Kathy Graber
With Hymns



Byron Kauffman
   Sharing

Of our joys, requests, thanksgivings & responses

Pastoral Prayer



Pastor Dave Maurer

   Sending

Benediction – The Christian Pledge




Sending Hymn
In honor of the nurturing spirit of mothers and women of faith, we invite all women to take a flower with them as they leave the worship service this morning.

THIS WEEK
MONDAY
3:00 p.m. – Hangin’ Out at The Potter’s Place
TUESDAY
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. – Mennonite Women will meet in the Fellowship Room with hostesses Jeanie Swartz, Eleanor Shumaker, and Mary Steiner serving up a “Mexican Surprise.” Ladies with last name beginning with Q through Z are asked to bring a salad. Ruby Byler will share her faith journey during the devotional time.
WEDNESDAY
6:30 p.m. – Prayer meeting will be held in the church library.
THURSDAY
3:00 p.m. – Hangin’ Out at The Potter’s Place

7:00 p.m. – Youth Bible Study at The Potter’s Place

7:00 p.m. – The Ministry of Worship will meet in the church library.

SATURDAY

8:00 a.m. – The King’s Daughters will meet for breakfast at Liberty Gathering Place.
NEXT SUNDAY

10:40 a.m. – Pastor Dave Maurer continues his sermon series on the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective. The final three articles are Peace, Justice, and Nonresistance; The Church’s Relation to Government and Society; and The Reign of God.
6:00 p.m. – The Graduation Tea will be held in the Fellowship Room. Bring your contribution to the book for Jacob Shxxk, our high school graduate. See the flier in your mailbox today for details.
LOOKING AHEAD
Tuesday, May 17, 6:00 p.m. – An Appreciation Banquet for Bethel Homework Help volunteers will be held in the Fellowship Room.

Thursday, May 19, 7:00 p.m. – The Coordinating Council will meet in the Fellowship Room.
Sunday, May 22, 12:00 p.m. – All are invited to bring a sack lunch and join a special Peace and Justice Forum, during which Greg Meriweather, former director of the Vet Center in Dayton, will talk about the struggle of many veterans, especially those who have been mentally and physically wounded. 

Saturday, May 28, 4:00 – 8:00 p.m. – All are invited to Jacob Shxxk’s graduation party at his home, 242 Township Road 191.

Monday – Friday, June 13 – 17, 9:00-11:45 a.m. – Bible School will be held at Bethel. The theme this year is Taste & See: God is good. Sign-up forms were in your mailboxes last week. Prayerfully consider how you will be involved this year, and return your form to Kathy Lehman by next Sunday, May 15.
Monday – Saturday, July 4-9 – The Mennonite Church USA Convention will be held in Pittsburgh. Speaker information is posted on the lobby bulletin board. For more information or to register, visit the official website at www.mennoniteusa.org/convention. 
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chris Thxxxburg is traveling to Panama with Campus Crusade for Christ “Athletes in Action,” and has requested some financial support from Bethel. The church will be donating $xxx towards the trip. Check the lobby bulletin board for more information.
Coming in June! – Again this summer we plan to use the Gather ‘Round themes in both Sunday School and worship. However, Sunday School will be held first, followed by worship. If you are willing to be a leader for one of the Sundays, talk to Kathy Lehman.
If you are interested in joining an MDS team going to Gary, Indiana in June, talk to Byron Kauffman or Dean Horn.

Children & Youth Protection Policy Training – If you work with children or youth at Bethel, please review/read our current policy and sign off that you have read it by May 22. Copies of the policy are in the church library, along with the sign-off sheet. If you prefer, request your own copy from the church secretary.
Are you having a garage sale? Global Crafts would like to have your leftovers. Needed most are kitchen items, knick knacks, linens, and children and infant clothes. Please, no encyclopedias, computers or TVs. 
Note from the kitchen – Check the shelves in the kitchen for dishes you may have left from recent fellowship meals.

Ohio Relief Sale Volunteers Needed! – Check the lobby bulletin board for a list of ways you might be able to help.
“Thank you for all you contribute towards our goal of feeding the needy of Logan County! It is my pleasure to spend this time with each of you!” (April 27 report: 174 people served; 202 meals)  

 ~Beatrice, Our Daily Bread cook
Congratulations to Chad and Kristi Kxxffman on the birth of Alex Joseph on May 2. Byron and Barb Kxxffman are the proud grandparents.
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Pastor:  Dave Maurer (bethelpastor@2access.net)


Pastor’s Office hours:  Tuesday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 


Youth Pastor:  Rick Stoner (bethelyp@2access.net)


Youth Pastor’s Office hours: Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. Elders:  Carl Newcomer, Sharon Showalter 


Pastoral Care Team:  Barb Landes, Barb Kauffman, Barb Evans, 


Sharon Showalter, Carl Newcomer, Mark Thomas, Chuck Swartz


Secretary:  Marla Longenecker  (bethelsecretary@2access.net) 


Office hours:  Wednesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (most weeks) 











